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Prerequisite knowledge

Study course abstract

Development of the economy and the political system, dynamics of military expenditures
in the countries of the former USSR, participation in military conflicts, etc.), identify the
most serious problems and contradictions, and propose ways to solve them.

The course is designed for students of the academic bachelor program “East European

Culture and Business Relations”.

Course plan




Course structure: lectures — 16 hours, seminars — 16 hours

Lectures:
1. Economic preconditions for the collapse of the Soviet Union.
2. Political preconditions for the collapse of the Soviet Union.
3. External and internal factors that precipitated the collapse of the Soviet Union.
4, State and inter-state formations on the territory of the former Soviet Union.
in the early 90s.
5. Development of statehood in the former Soviet Union after the collapse of the
USSR.
6. The emergence of territorial disputes in the former Soviet Union and the role of the
Russian Federation in their dynamics.
7. Reasons for a return to authoritarianism in the countries of the former USSR.
8. The ideological basis of the current models of the state management in the
former Soviet Union.
Seminars:
1. Problems of the inefficiency of the USSR command economy.
2. The beginning of the market economy.
3. The role of the individual in promoting democratic processes in the
Soviet Union.
4, The influence of Western values and a positive example on
development of the democracy in the Soviet Union
5. Development of democratic institutions in the European part of the
USSR

6. The influence of the mass media on the formation of public opinion in the
former Soviet Union.

7. Activities of civil institutes.
8. Prospects of the Russian Federation and other countries of the former Soviet Union
to participate in the global integration processes.

Permanent job:
- preparation of presentations; -
preparation for tests and exam.

Learning outcomes




Assimilated the course students will learn and be able to demonstrate

m knowledge:

1. on the development of post-Soviet domestic and foreign policy;

2. on the basic principles of state administration formation and functioning in the
territory of the former USSR;

3. on interethnic and their solutions. m skills:

1. Analyze, critically evaluate and interpret post-Soviet political processes;

2. Assess specific situations and make the right decisions.

demonstrate an understanding of the logic of development of the main cultural
and information vectors of the modern world; m competence:

Identify the most important problems in the process of management and control and offer
solutions.

Requirements for awarding credits

Lecture and seminar attendance (20%)
3 intermediate tests - 30%
Course test - test with mark - 50%

Course content

1. Economic preconditions for the collapse of the Soviet Union.
- Problems of the inefficiency of the command economy.
- Dependence of economic growth on world prices for raw materials.
- The development of private initiative in the sphere of trade and light industry.
Type of class: 2 hour lecture, 2 hour seminar
2 Political preconditions for the collapse of the Soviet Union.
- The development of freedom of thought in the Soviet Union.
- The role of the individual in promoting democratic processes in the
Soviet Union (M. Gorbachev, B. Yeltsin)
- The influence of Western values and a positive example on development of the
democracy in the Soviet Union
Type of class: 2 hour lecture, 2 hour seminar
3. External and internal factors that precipitated the collapse of the Soviet
Union.
- The war in Afghanistan
- The 1991 Soviet coup d'état attempt
Type of class: 2 hour lecture, 2 hour seminar
4, State and inter-state formations on the territory of the former Soviet Union
in the early 90s.
- The Belavezha Accords




- Exit of the Baltic States from the USSR
- The creation of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS)
Type of class: 2 hour lecture, 2 hour seminar
5. Development of statehood in the former Soviet Union after the collapse of the
USSR.
- Development of democratic institutions in the European part of the USSR
- Dynamics of centrifugal processes in the politics of the countries of the former
USSR
- The problems of the formation of democracy in the Central Asian and

Transcaucasian republics

Type of class: 2 hour lecture, 2 hour seminar
6. The emergence of territorial disputes in the former Soviet Union and the role  of
the Russian Federation in their dynamics.
- Nagorno-Karabakh issue in the relations between Armenia and Azerbaijan-
Forcible rejection of Abkhazia and South Ossetia from Georgia
- Relations between Moldova and internationally unrecognized

Transnistrian region
- Territorial Conflict between Ukraine and the Russian Federation over the
Crimea and support of separatism in Ukraine

- Prospects for the emergence of territorial disputes in post-Soviet Republics
with the Russian-speaking population

Type of class: 2 hour lecture, 2 hour seminar
7. Reasons for a return to authoritarianism in the countries of the former USSR.
- Central Asian republics
- Russian Federation, Belarus and Ukraine
- Transcaucasian Republics

Type of class: 2 hour lecture, 2 hour seminar
8. The ideological basis of the current models of the state management in the

former Soviet Union. The influence of the mass media on the formation of
public opinion.
Type of class: 2 hour lecture, 2 hour seminar.
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