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Course abstract:   

The course is intended for students of the study program “Law”.  

The course introduces categories and concepts of politics (state, political system, power, etc.), its 

theoretical problems, scientific research methods and methodological approaches. At the same 

time, the subject matter independently analyzes political issues in the historical and philosophical 

dimensions.  

  

Results:  



Students develop academic expertise:  

• understand political terminology;  

• show knowledge about the regularities of socio-political processes;  

• are ready to draw conclusions about the role of socio-political processes in shaping 

political nations;  
• understand and are able to explain the interaction of the political process in the functioning 

of social processes.   
  

Students develop skills that go hand in hand with academic expertise and practical action:  

• demonstrate skill in searching, selecting, analyzing and comparing information and use in 

the analysis of a particular situation, in a reasoned discussion;  

• demonstrate skill in selecting study materials and understanding the basic principles of 

their use.  
  

Students improve their ability to apply academic expertise in value-oriented behavior:  

• demonstrate a critical understanding of transformation of politics and state concepts under 

the influence of political regimes and are able to conceptually and reasonably judge the 

controversial issues of political philosophy.  
  

During the implementation of the course students:  

• Gain an understanding of the history of political philosophy;  

  

Contents of the course:  

During the course, an overview of the political thoughts from ancient Greece to the present will 

be given. Basically, the course is based on discussing ideas of Plato, Aristotle, Saint  

Augustine of Hippo, Niccolò Machiavelli, Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, Montesquieu, 

JeanJacques Rousseau, Karl Marx and Friedrich Nietzsche. The lessons will include the debate 

on human nature, the ideal political regime, understanding of justice, as well as the categories 

"equality", "freedom", "community", and "natural rights". At the same time, a comparative 

analysis will be carried out between the categories "religion and politics", "public interest and 

security",  and "freedom and rights".  

  

Plan of the course:  

• are able to independently find the information necessary for the analysis of a particular 

situation, with particular emphasis on the possibilities and limitations of information analysis 

and use;  

•Gain knowledge on political science and global realpolitik topical issues:  

• are able to critically  analyze international and regional political developments, 

discussing current political issues;  
• are aware about the external and internal influencing factors of national foreign and 

domestic policies;  

• are able to express and defend persistent opinions using academic and other sources;  

• are able to discuss national development alternatives, personality polices and 

individuals' place in the political process.  



Lecture themes (32 hours)  

  

1. State philosophical theory and research methodology. Content of state science theory. 

Methods applied in state science.  

2. Understanding of the concepts ‘society’ and ‘state’ coined by philosophers. Social culture 

and social norms.  

3. The doctrinal understanding of the state. What is a "state"?  

4. Diversity of understanding the origin of the state.   

5. Theological theories of the emergence of the state.  

6. Historical theories of the emergence of the state.   

7. Public contract theory of the emergence of the state. Organic state theory.  

8. Patrimonial theory of the emergence of the state. Patriarchal theory of the emergence of the 

state.   

9. Marxism about the origin and essence of the state. Interpretations of Marx's theory. Neo- 

Marxism.  

10. The nature and characteristics of the state. Philosophers' interpretation of the concepts ethos, 

people, and nation.  

11. State power and power division theory. Power and violence. Freedom and Order.  

12. The concept and objectives of state power. Separation of powers theory.  

13. Forms of the state and its forming elements: the form of government, the form of the state 

system, the political regime. Plato's "ideal state" being not ideal.  
14. State Functions and objectives. Concept and classification of state function. Realization of 

state functions. The role of civil servants in the realization of state functions.  

15. The concept and features of a state governed by law. Content of the idea of a state under the 

rule of law and its evolution. The concept and features of a state governed by law.  

16. Civil society and the rule of law. Interaction between state and law. Correlation of State and 

Law.  

Requirements for obtaining credit points:  

 

Participation in lectures - 30%, differentiated test - 70% 

After successfully completing the course, students show:  

Academic competences:  

1. Demonstrate knowledge of the diversity of national awareness, the rule of law, state forms 

and functions, as well as interaction with other social phenomena.  

2. Obtain theoretical knowledge about the subject and methodology of state theory.  

3. Understand and analyze state forms and functions as well as the evolution of perceptions 

of the state.  
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What study programs and their parts (A, B, C, D) are relevant to this course:  

Study program “Law” part B  

  

Name of the course in English:  

Political theory  

Abstract of the course in English:  

Students are acquainted with the main categories, concepts, and notions (politics, state, political 

system, power, etc.), as well as with theoretical problems, research methods, and methodology of 

political science. The course of instruction provides students with basic knowledge of the main 

research areas in political sociology, develops students’ skills to analyze politics independently 

in accordance with the level achieved by modern social science.  

  

  


