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Study Course Abstract 

The aim of the course is to provide an objective description of the European Union’s 
history, institutions and policies, as well as to provide insight into the post-war 
concept of the Western development, development dilemmas (globalization vs. 
glocalization; centralization vs. particularization; NATO vs. Economic Cooperation) 
and the basic stages of the development of EU. During the course of the studies the 
information on the EU political systems, regimes and peculiarities is provided, an 
analysis on the current political situation is carried out; an isight into the operation of 
the EU institutions is provided. 

Course Plan 

Lecture topics (20 h):  
1. Realist and idealist conception of international relations and the world order 
determiners after World War II. The objective factors of the globalisation.  
2. The historical course and motives of the European politics and economic 
integration.  
3. The course and expansion of the European Community and European Union 
contracting.  
4. Political and non-political instruments of the European Community and the EU 
policy-making.  
5. The EU's organizational structure and institutions.  
6. The EU and the EC decision-making procedures.  
7. The EU Council of Ministers and the European Commission.  
8. The EU, the European Parliament, the functions and basic principles. Latvian 
members of the European Parliament.  
9. The EU Committee of the Regions and the Economic and Social Committee.  
10. The EU and the Western European Union collaboration sphere.  
 
Seminar topics (12 h):  
1.The economic and political consequences of World War II for Europe.  
2.P.Šīmanis and the "European problem."  
3.Robert Schuman’s and European visions of the future.  



4.European Coal and Steel Community.  
5.The European Economic Community.  
6.The European Atomic Energy Community.  
7.The EU treaties and expansions.  
8.Schengen and Maastricht treaties.  
9.The Treaty of Lisbon.  
10.Supranational, national and local policy-making level differences in the EU.  
11.The global economic recession.  
12.Global economics and the EU.  
13.Russia and EU sanction wars.  
14.The alternatives for the development of the EU.  
15.BREXIT and the Great Britain “issue”.  
 
Students’ independent work: During the course of the semester the student has to 
prepare a presenation (duration 30 min) on one of the seminar topics. In some cases 
the student may suggest any topic of their own choice. During the presenation other 
students must actively participate in discussions. 

Learning Outcomes 

Students improve their knowledge on the challenges concerning the development of 
the EU:  
1. are acquainted with the major categories of the comparative political science, EU's 
development stages and objectives;  
2. are able to analytically and critically assess the international and regional political 
developments, discuss factors of globalization;  
3. understand the internal and external factors that influence inner and foreign 
politics of the EU; 4. are able to discuss the country’s development alternatives, the 
personality poles in politics and the place of an individual in the politics. 

Requirements for Awarding Credits 

Differentiated test (theoretical) - 50%, participation in seminars, preparation and 
presentation of presentations- 50%. 

Course content 

Global and regional organizations. Relations between models. The historical course 
and motives of the European politics and economic integration. EU institutions and 
their scope. European integration process of Latvian. EU development challenges. 
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