
 

  

Course title  
Border cultural features (Russia, Belarus,  

Lithuania, Latvia, Poland) [PL 4.sem. Eastern]  

Course code  Vēst1118  

Branch of science  History  

Credits  3  

ECTS  4.50  

The total audience hours  48  

Number of lectures  36  

Seminars and practical work 

hours  
12  

  

Course developer (s)   

Dr.philol., researcher. Ž.Badins  

Dr.philol., doc. V.Lukaševičs  

Grounding  

 

  

Course summary  

The course program provides one of the most popular modern scientific phenomenon 

- border phenomenon - research. It examines border concept terminology and 

genealogy. Students get the opportunity to explore the Russian, Belarusian, Latvian, 

Lithuanian and Polish political, social, cultural phenomena, given the contradictory 

impact of border space.   

  

Results  

Students will be able to explain the concept of the specificity of the border. will 

recognize and formulate Eastern European border cultural factors, also using other 

study courses acquired knowledge, such as Eastern European history of literature; be 

able to describe the border linguistic and religious peculiarities of the situation; will 

know the impact of different cultures forms the border; Eastern region aware of 

cultural diversity  

  

Course plan  

Course structure: Lectures - 36 h., Seminars - 12 h.,   

Lecture topics:   

1. Belarusian cultural and geopolitical characteristics of the frontier cultural 

problem.  
2. Belarusian culture natural and anthropological factors and development.   

3. Belarusian cultural spiritual and socio-political factors. 1  

4. Polish cultural and geopolitical characteristics of the frontier cultural 

problem.   
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5. Polish culture natural and anthropological factors and development.   

6.Polish cultural spiritual and socio-political factors.   

7. The Latvian landscape, climate, farm management characteristics.   

8. Lielvarde’s belt and Namejs’ ring: Latvian attribute to the genesis and 

symbolism.  

9. Latvian and Lithuanian gastronomic traditions.   

10. Latvia and its peoples. Baltic German contribution to Latvian culture.   

11. Latgale - ethnographic peculiar Latvian province. Insights Latgalian fiction.   

12. Latgale religious and ethnographic causes. Latgale ceramics.   

13. Insight into the history of the Lithuanian state.   

14. Lithuanian anthropological type. Lithuanian researchers on white 

ethnogenesis.  

15. Lithuanian fiction main stages of development. Lithuanian translations in 

Latvian fiction.   

16. Lithuanian folk art. Rūpintoelis. Sv. Rock.   

17. Sutartinė. Catholic influence on Lithuanian culture.   

18. Lithuanian folk festival. Kazjukas’ fair in Vilnius.   

  

Seminars:  

1. Belarusian geopolitical cultural, ethnographic, linguistic factors.   

2. Polish geopolitical cultural, ethnographic, linguistic factors.  

3. Explore the cultural and natural attractions Latvian.  

4. The history and tradition of multiculturalism Latvian. East-West and North-

South Vectors in Latvian history.   
5. Lithuanian ethnographic regions, their limits and characteristics.   

6. Lithuanian folk characteristics.  

Requirements for credits   

Attending lectures, participation in seminars (presentations and reports, questions 

and judgments about the seminars dealt with problems - 40%). Passing the 

examination (60%).  

  

Basic Training  
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Periodicals and other sources of information   

„Karogs”.   

„Kultūras Forums”.  http://eastbook.eu/ru  

http://www.anthropology.ru/  

http://www.archipelag.ru/   

Remarks  

Not  

Course content   

Lecture topics:  

  

Belarusian cultural and geopolitical characteristics of the frontier cultural problem. 

Belarusian cultural natural and anthropological factors and development. Belarusian 

cultural spiritual and socio-political factors. Polish cultural and geopolitical 

characteristics of the frontier cultural problem. Polish culture natural and 

anthropological factors and development. Polish cultural spiritual and socio-political 

factors. Latvian landscape, climate, farm management characteristics. Lielvarde’s belt 

and Namejs’ ring: Latvian attribute to the genesis and symbolism. Latvian and 

Lithuanian gastronomic traditions. Latvia and its peoples. Baltic German contribution 

to Latvian culture. Latgale - ethnographic peculiar Latvian province. Insights 

Latgalian fiction. Latgale religious and ethnographic causes. Latgale ceramics. Insight 

into the history of the Lithuanian state. Lithuanian anthropological type. Lithuanian 

researchers on white ethnogenesis. Lithuanian fiction Main stages of development. 

Lithuanian translations in Latvian fiction. Lithuanian folk art. Rupintoelis. Sv. Rock. 

Sutartinė. Catholic influence on Lithuanian culture. Lithuanian folk festival.  

Kazjukas’  fair  in  Vilnius.  

  

Seminars:  

1. Belarusian geopolitical cultural, ethnographic, linguistic factors.   

2. Polish geopolitical cultural, ethnographic, linguistic factors.  

3. Explore cultural and natural attractions in Latvia.   

4. The history and tradition of multiculturalism in Latvia. East-West and North-

South Vectors in  Latvian history.  

5. Lithuanian ethnographic regions, their limits and characteristics.  

6. Lithuanian folk characteristics.  
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