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Study course abstract

The study course is devoted to lexicology as a branch of linguistics, word as a main linguistic
unit, and the aspects of its analysis; word semantics and the types of lexical semantics. The
course considers mono- and polysemy, homonymy, as well as semantic microsystems of
the vocabulary, groupings of words according to their etymology, the spheres of use, and
historical development. the issues of phraseology are also dealt with.

Course plan
The course structure: lectures — 16 acad. hours, seminars — 16 acad. hours.

Lecture topics:

1. Modern Standard Russian. National language, standard language, the language of
fictional text. Lexicology as a branch of linguistics, its relations with other branches of
linguistics.

2. Word classification. Word meaning. Structure of word meaning: components of
meaning.

3. Monosemy and polysemy. Fundamental and derived meanings. Direct and figurative
meanings. Homonymy. Paronymy.

4. Paradigmatic relations in vocabulary. Synonymy. Classification of synonyms. Antonymes.
Types of antonyms.

5. Connotation. Stylistically expressive vocabulary. Emotionally expressive vocabulary.
Words with positive and negative emotional connotation.

6. Vocabulary. Borrowed vocabulary. Calques, understanding, classification and
identification. Barbarisms.

7. General and specialized vocabulary. Jargonisms, their origin. Argotisms. Dialectal words.
Archaisms and their groups. Neologisms.

8. Russian phraseology as a branch of linguistics. Classification of phraseological units.
Phraseological synonyms, variants, antonyms, homonyms. Stylistic differentiation in
Phraseology.

Seminar topics:

1. The norms of standard language. Glossaries. Special dictionaries.

2. Word classification. Lexical and grammatical meaning. Component analysis.

3. Types of figurative meanings. Metaphor, metonymy, synecdoche. Homonymous parts of
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speech. Dictionaries of homonyms and paronyms.

4. Classification of synonyms. Relations between polysemy and synonymy. Euphemisms,
their underlying causes. Synonym dictionaries. Synonymous functions in language.
Classification of antonyms. Antonyms dictionary.

5. Connotation and its types. Emotional and stylistic expressiveness mutual relations.
Stylistic directions in dictionaries.

6. Borrowed vocabulary, its layers and thematic groups. Borrowed vocabulary and its
group. Borrowed vocabulary and language cultural issues. Etymological dictionaries.

7. Social differentiation of vocabulary. Processes of determinologisation. Jargon, and
jargonisms, dictionaries of dialects. Classification of obsolete vocabulary. Dictionaries of
obsolete vocabulary. Dictionaries of neologisms.

8. Phraseology. Classification of phraseological units. Phraseological dictionary.

Students' individual work (reports: one of the thematic group - optional):
1. Changes in the lexical system in the 21st century.
2. Anglicisms in modern standard Russian 3. Slang vocabulary in modern Russian language.

Learning outcomes

Having acquired the study course, students:

edemonstrate understanding of words and phraseological units

eorientate in lexical paradigmatic and syntagmatic relations, edemonstrate professional
competence in dealing with various sources of lexicography.

Requirements for awarding credits

Regular attendance and active participation in seminars — 50%,
independent work - 40%, exam 10%.

Course content

Lexicology as a branch of linguistics. Word as a basic unit of language. Monosemy,
polysemy, homonymy, paronymy. Paradigmatic relations in lexics. Synonymy. Antonymy.
Stylistic differentiation of vocabulary. Etymological differentiation of vocabulary. Social
differentiation of vocabulary. Historic variability of vocabulary. Phraseology.
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