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Course abstract

The aim of the course - to acquaint students with history of the USSR, which included
Latvia for 50 years, putting emphasis on issues of socio-political development of the
USSR and evaluation of "real socialism", developed by the USSR, in historiography.
Tasks of the course: to provide knowledge on the most significant events and
processes in the USSR from 1917 till 1991. to improve knowledge in history of Latvia
(1940-1991), studying it in the context of USSR history; to strengthen and approbate
theoretical knowledge in historiography;

to analyze historians' works on the chosen theme, to possess skills to distinguish
differences of interpretation of particular facts and historical processes in works of
representatives of various historiography schools; to discuss complicated problems

of USSR history, basing on historiographic analysis; to substantiate one's own
opinion of essence and significance of USSR history processes.

Learning outcomes
Knowledge

- get acquainted with the most significant events and processes in the USSR from

1917 till 1991,

- strengthen and approbate theoretical knowledge in historiography; improved
knowledge in history of Latvia (1940-1991), studying it in the context of USSR
history.

Skills

- analyze historians' works on the chosen theme (acquisition, check and comparison
of information);

- distinguish differences of interpretation of particular facts and historical processes
in works of representatives of various historiography schools; discuss complicated
problems of USSR history, basing on historiographic analysis; substantiate one's
own opinion of essence and significance of USSR history processes.

Competence Interest and comprehension of recent history.

Course plan
Course structure: lectures - 22 h., seminars - 10 h.

Themes of lectures:
1. The most important events in Russia in 1917. Civil war.



N

. Formation of the USSR. National structures in the territory of Russia, their relations.

3. Development of the USSR in 1920s-1930s. New economic policy. Socio-political
situation in the state. International condition of Soviet republics, their aspirations to
break isolation. USSR Constitution of 1924. Struggles in Bolshevik party for
leader's place, their stages, significance in fate of state.

4. Peculiarities of USSR industrialization. Variants of agriculture modernization.
Economic and social consequences of collectivization. Ideological basis of spiritual
social life in Soviet state. Reformation of education system. Politicization of social
life.

5. Strengthening of centralized management, administrative system. Regime of
personal I.Stalin's power, resistance to it. Foreign USSR policy in 1930s.

6. The USSR before and during World War 11 (1939-1945).

Molotov - Ribbentrop pact, its secret protocols. Beginning of World War I1. Invasion

of the USSR in Poland. USSR agreement with Germany (28 September, 1939(. War

of Soviet Union and Finland. Annexation of Bessarabia and the Baltic States. Attack
of Germany towards the USSR. Use of Russian patriotism traditions during war.

Changes in the foreign policy of the USSR. Contradictions of Western states and the

USSR.

7. German occupation regime in the territory of the USSR. Collapse of Germany.

8. Post-war period.

Consequence of war in economics, social sphere. Peculiarities of development of the

Baltic States.

Beginning of the Cold War. Policy of the USSR in the Southern and Eastern Europe.

9. L.Stalin's decease. Evaluation of his heritage. Attempts to commute totalitarian

regime. Increase of social activity. Democratic and conservative tendencies.

Alterations in solution of economic problems. Change of political course in state life.

10. Crisis of ruling ideology. Spiritual opposition, its manifestations. Economic

reforms in the 2nd part of 1960s.

11. Perestroika. Aims and main stages. Ways of social democratization.

Development of new legislative institutions, introduction of presidency institute.

Ethnic conflicts in various regions of the state. National movement in the Baltic.

Announcement of sovereignty of republics. New course in the foreign policy of the

USSR.

Changes of situation in the state. Collapse of the USSR.

Practical tasks: 12-16. Discussion of the results of practical independent work

(students' research papers on the chosen themes).

Requirements for awarding credit points Participation in classes - 20%;
development and presentation of research paper; reviewing; participation in
discussion - 70%; differentiated test - 10%.

Course content

The most important events in Russia in 1917. Civil war. Development of the USSR as
federal state. Development of the USSR in 1920s-1930s. New economic policy.
Strengthening of control of Communist Party. Peculiarities of USSR industrialization.
Economic and social consequences of collectivization. Ideological basis of spiritual
social life in Soviet state. Politicization of social life. Strengthening of centralized
management, administrative system. Regime of personal I.Stalin's power, resistance
to it. The USSR before and during World War 1l (1939-1945). Post-war period.



Consequence of war in economics, social sphere. Alterations in solution of economic
problems. Crisis of ruling ideology. Perestroika. Acknowledgement of independence
of the Baltic States. Collapse of the USSR.
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